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Andy Vaca, CSULB dance depart- 
ment chair, heads to Hollywood 
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Cal State Long Beach students pose with Mayan Priest Edgar at the Universidad Autonoma De Yucatan on March 31. 


The bill would re- 
quire campuses to 
implement a new 
affirmative consent 
standard for dealing 
with sexual assault 
reports. 


By CrystTAL NIEBLA 
News Editor 


In efforts to prevent sexual assault 
against students, colleges and univer- 
sities across California may soon see 
new sexual assault response policies 
and protocols that tailor toward sexual 


assault victims. 

Senate Bill 967, which passed in 
the California Assembly Judiciary 
Committee on Tuesday, would require 
campuses to implement a new affir- 
mative consent standard for dealing 
with sexual assault reports. 

According to the bill’s text, affir- 
mative consent is defined as “an affir- 
mative, unambiguous and conscious 
decision by each participant to engage 
in mutually agreed-upon sexual activ- 
ity.” The consent must also be ongoing 
throughout sexual encounters and can 
end at any time, according to the bill’s 
text. The bill also adds that a current 
or past dating relationship between 
the participants involved cannot be 
assumed to indicate consent. 

“It’s a comprehensive approach,” 
said Allison Ruff, chief of staff for 
Assemblywomen Bonnie Lowenthal 


‘Affirmative consent’ bill may change sexual 
assault response policies, protocols 


(D-Long Beach), who co-authored the 
bill along with Sens. Kevin de Leon 
(D-Los Angeles) and Hannah-Beth 
Jackson (D-Santa Barbara). 

Ruff said that the difference be- 
tween current sexual assault policies 
at campuses and SB 967 is that be- 
cause the bill is more “victim-cen- 
tered,’ it would enforce affirmative 
consent, sexual assault education, 
outreach and education that would 
help prevent sexual assault. 

The University of California, the 
California State Universities and com- 
munity college districts would have to 
adopt these new policies if they want 
to continue receiving funding, accord- 
ing to a press release. 

On the CSU level, spokesman Mi- 
chael Uhlenkamp said that the bill 
aims to create a safer environment for 
students. 


“This legislation seeks to enhance 
the safety of students on CSU cam- 
puses, and student safety is a critical 
system-wide priority,’ Uhlenkamp 
said. 

SB 967 was in some way a response 
to the U.S. Department of Educa- 
tion’s release of a list of 55 colleges 
and universities across the nation that 
were under investigation for allegedly 
mishandling sexual assault reports. 
Among the campuses were Butte- 
Glen Community College District, 
Occidental College, UC Berkeley and 
the University of Southern California, 
according to the list. 

Lowenthal, who chairs the state 
Legislative Women’s Caucus, said that 
under this new policy, sexual assault 
reports would be less neglected. 


See CONSENT, Page 2 


Cal State Long Beach 
was one of the nine 
universities in the 
U.S. and Latin Amer- 
ica to receive the 
grant. 


By PRISCELLA VEGA 


Print Director 


Cal State Long Beach received 
its first study abroad grant from the 
100,000 Strong in the Americas Initia- 
tive after vying with 150 different pro- 
posals in the United States and Latina 
America. 

In order to qualify for the grant, 
higher educational institutions in the 
Western Hemisphere had to “promote 
study abroad programs in any field 
between the United States and other 
countries in the hemisphere are eligible 
to compete,” according to the Partners 
of the Americas Foundation applica- 
tion form. 

Mara Bird, director of university- 
based programs for the Center for La- 
tino Community Health, said that the 
grant’s importance will allow students 
the chance to receive a unique experi- 
ence when learning about a different 
culture. 

“Study abroad programs have 
[shown to be one of the most impactful 
experiences] for college students,” Bird 
said. “You can take the same course in 
the semester, and you might learn a lot 
more details, but you might not have 
the pragmatic sense to have [alternative 
ways of thinking outside the box], and 
by having this experience you'll be able 
to do that.” 

CSULB received support from the 
Universidad Aut6noma de Yucatan, 
Kaxil Kiuic Biocultural Reserve, Fun- 
daci6n Haciendas del Mundo Maya 
and U.S.-Mexico Foundation, which 
all cite the importance of receiving a 
greater understanding of the U.S. and 
Mexico. 

The grant was specifically awarded 
to the National Council of La Raza 
and CSULB’s Center for Latino Com- 
munity Health. Bird said that health 
science professor Britt and Latino 
studies professor Enrique Rios-Ellis 
will use the grant “to create a 12-day 
study abroad program at the Universi- 
dad Aut6noma de Yucatan in Mérida, 
Mexico.” 

Bird said that the course will focus 
on Latino health and culture in the Yu- 
catan Peninsula, and students will also 
be able to experience its culture first 
-hand. 


See GRANT, Page 2 
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CSULB’s parking structures are the 


most-targeted 


University Police 
Sergeant Keith Caires 
said the main issue of 
parking structure sur- 
veillance comes down 
to a lack of funding. 


By Brooke BECHER 
Staff Writer 


Car thefts are the most consistently 
committed felony at Cal State Long 
Beach, according to the university’s 
CLERY Report on Crime Statistics; 
however, parking structures are the 
most victimized locations on campus 
and have the least amount of surveil- 
lance cameras. 

Currently, no cameras are monitor- 
ing parking structures two or three. 
Coverage of parking structure one is 
limited to external cameras monitoring 
the three entrances at a downward an- 
gle. For those in physical harm, several 
emergency telephones connected di- 
rectly to police dispatch are located on 
each level of every structure, indicated 
by a blue light. 

University Police Sergeant Keith 
Caires said that there’s more than one 
finite reason for these blind spots. 

“There’s enough churn,” Caires said, 
in reference to the campus’ ongoing 
foot traffic from the estimated 30,000 
students, 6,000 faculty, staff and em- 
ployees last fall. 

Caires said that the consistent arrival 
and departure flow of people on campus 
is prevalent since everyone is on their 
own schedule, leaving him and his patrol 
officers some peace of mind knowing 
that there aren’t a lot of opportunities to 
be caught completely alone on campus. 

“We have a safer community than 
other surrounding areas,” Caires said. 

Caires said that the heart the problem 
of parking structure surveillance boils 
down to one thing: money. Taking into 
consideration all angles and levels re- 
quired for adequate coverage of a park- 
ing structure and the manpower to prop- 
erly monitor cameras, Caires said that 
budgeting becomes the bigger issue. 

Currently, CSULB’s security system 
is not monitored around the clock due 
to lack of funding for labor, however, 
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CSULB 
Cal State Long Beach has 40 cameras installed on campus that are monitored by a dispatcher 12 hours per academic day, year-round. 


a dispatcher is set to monitor campus 
activity 12 hours every academic day, 
year-round, Caires said. 

All-time high rates of criminal activ- 
ity on campus instigated change in 2005 
after 88 motor vehicle thefts were re- 
corded that year, according to CSULB’s 
CLERY Report on Crime Statistics. 

CSULB drafted plans for a camera 


surveillance system eventually met by a 
resolution from the Associated Student 
Inc. in November 2006. Former CSULB 
President F. King Alexander said in 2008 
that the one-million-dollar installment 
plan included 24-hour surveillance of 37 
pan-tilt-zoom security cameras installed 
throughout campus, with heavy concen- 
tration around student parking lots. 


Although some students expressed 
concerns when 40 new cameras where 
added on campus in 2007, Lt. Scot 
Willey said via email in 2009 that the 
although the number of auto thefts 
dropped from 76 percent in 2008 com- 
pared to 2005S, it’s impossible to know 
if the cameras are the main reason for 
the decrease. 


Since the incorporation of the surveil- 
lance system in 2007, parking-related 
crimes, such as auto theft or vandalism, 
declined. Christina Esperanza, ASI com- 
munication coordinator, said in 2008 that 
CSULB went from having “the second- 
highest number of motor vehicle thefts in 
any university in the nation,” to a 91-per- 
cent decrease with only eight recorded 


motor vehicle thefts in 2012. 

In 2012, Security Magazine ranked 
CSULB the 7th “most secure” univer- 
sity in their “Security 500” rankings, 
according to the Beachcomber. Only 
22 colleges and universities from across 
the nation made the cut, with CSULB 
being the only four-year California in- 
stitution to be recognized. 
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The program will take place on Aug. 3 through 
the 14. The summer session class can fulfill general 
education capstone credit for undergraduates inter- 
ested in taking Health Science 420 International 
Health, Bird said. Graduate students can also apply 
as an independent study for HSC 590. 

The course will take place in various locations 
throughout the Yucatan peninsula, and it will in- 
clude information on environmental health, the 
importance of taking care of the environment in 
tourist locations like Playa del Carmen, among 
other health subjects. Students will also visit Kaxil 


Kiuic ruins and the Universidad Intercultural Maya 
de Quintana Roo, one of the 12 indigenous univer- 
sities in Mexico. 

“What we really like about this is that it’s in 
Mexico, but it’s a combination of Mexican and 
Mayan, so even though the Mayan people are the 
majority there, they’re treated in a discriminatory 
manor,” Bird said. “It’s similar to the Latino com- 
munity in California in that we’re the majority, but 
we receive a lot of discrimination.” 

Partial scholarships for airfare are available 
on a first-come, first-serve basis, Bird said. The 
deadline to register for the summer session study 
abroad program is July 15. For further information, 
email maryan.santacruz@csulb.edu or call (562) 
985-5312. 
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“Obviously, the report would be taken — and 
it would be taken seriously,” Lowenthal said. “I 
think that right now, victims feel that they’re not 
always taken seriously.” 

Freshman hospitality management major Elisa 
Okawa said she agreed. “What makes them think 
that they’ll change their mind?” she said. “You 
can’t really make somebody take somebody seri- 
ously.” 

Junior English major Amir Dennis said, “I be- 
lieve it can be practical — that the bill will be 


pushed ...but, I feel that they may have some is- 
sues in trying to get it pushed because a lot of 
campuses do not want that kind of information 
known to the public.” 

Lowenthal said that she believes it’s absurd 
that some critics of the bill may think it may 
sensationalize sexual assault on campus. “That 
trivializes sexual assault, and that is exactly what 
we’re trying to combat — that people don’t take 
it seriously.” 

SB 967 will be heard by the California State 
Assembly Higher Education Committee on Tues- 
day, June 24. If passed, the governor has until the 
end of August to approve it, in which case the bill 
would be adopted starting Jan. 1, 2015. 
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CSULB dance department chair brings Long 


Andy Vaca has taught 
at CSULB for 25 years, 
and his latest dance 
creation will close the 
2014 So Cal Dance 
Invitational. 


By PAIGE PELONIS 
Editor-in-Chief 


After 25 years of teaching at Cal 
State Long Beach, 19 premiered origi- 
nal dance masterpieces and two hip 
replacements, Andy Vaca’s latest chore- 
ography will be used to close this year’s 
So Cal Dance Invitational on Friday at 
the Ford Amphitheater. 

Vaca, chair of the CSULB depart- 
ment of dance, jokingly looked at his 
wristwatch to time himself as he at- 
tempted to sum up his dance career in 
thirty seconds. He found that, with ev- 
erything he has accomplished, this just 
couldn’t be done. 

As an undergraduate at Sacramento 
State University, Vaca officially began 
his dancing career. He started as a jazz 
dancer at Sac State after three years of 


cheering for his school. This new dance 
direction led him to a “love of dance” 
that took him to UCLA, where he 
earned his MFA in Dance. 

Vaca said he began working with 
NFL and NBA dance teams early on in 
his career and continues to do so today. 
He said he has taught, performed and 
choreographed halftime shows as well 
as performed on stage himself. 

“T’ve also gotten a chance to do some 
really fun projects like being the as- 
sistant to Tony Award winner Twyla 
Tharp,” he said. 

After being named department chair 
in 2011, Vaca learned that the bulk of 
his workload involved sitting in a chair 
behind a computer, which he says is not 
his favorite thing. He said his first love 
is teaching and had enjoyed it since he 
childhood, when he used to help friends 
with homework and violin lessons “and 
silly things like that.” 

In Vaca’s current position, he is a 
“combination of judge and manager and 
administrator.” He said what keeps him 
“living and breathing” is his ability to 
choreograph. 

“Some days I feel like I live in an epi- 
sode of The Office, and other days I feel 
like a dancer again,” he said. 

Vaca said he has premiered 19 origi- 
nal dance works here at CSULB over the 
span of his time on campus. He described 


the shortest of these as a five-and-a-half- 
minute-long quartet. Vaca said he ar- 
ranged a trio last year that was very per- 
sonal, and more on the quiet side. 

The longest piece he ever made, 
which also had the most dancers that he 
has ever fit on the stage — approximately 
18 dancers — was a piece that Vaca said 
he actually danced in himself. 

Vaca’s most recent work was an 
original project that he created for the 
CSULB spring dance show that cel- 
ebrated the 20th anniversary of the uni- 
versity’s dance center, which opened in 
1994. For this show, Vaca said he chal- 
lenged himself to create something spe- 
cial that would entertain an audience, 
and still somehow tie into the 20th an- 
niversary theme. 

He landed on a vision of a dance 
based on some of the names of general 
education requirements for CSULB 
students, like “foundations,” and “ex- 
plorations.” Vaca’s dance is set to Pink 
Martini music, which he said resulted in 
a “perfect marriage” of music and GE 
categories. 

“Tt just ended up being this weird, fun 
mix of Pink Martini music, and a group 
of people going through life together,” 
Vaca said to describe the end result of 
this special project. 

Vaca’s piece in the So Cal Dance Invi- 
tational is this same project, but with dif- 


Beach dancers to Hollywood 
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Andy Vaca, CSULB dance department chair since 2011. 


ferent dancers. The dancers in Friday’s 
show are all CSULB alumni, with the 
exception of three dancers, who are still 
enrolled at CSULB. The other nine danc- 
ers in the piece are from Vaca’s dance 
group called Jazzworks — Long Beach. 
Vaca said he is excited about seeing 
his original work performed in the “bi- 
layered space” of the Ford Amphithe- 
ater. He said these dancers have “lived 


just a little bit more” than the group he 
originally taught the piece to. This new 
group brings “a polish and an exciting 
element of humanity that maybe was 
missing in the original version.” 

After his choreographed show for 
the So Cal Dance Invitational, Vaca 
will head to Vegas to teach yet anoth- 
er dance workshop to NFL and NBA 
dance teams. 


49er summer camp celebrates its 50th year on campus 


The annual 49er summer camp began on Monday, cel- 
ebrating its 50th anniversary of bringing fun, games and 
physical education to kids aged five to 13. 

The first session of the camp runs from Monday, June 16 
through July 11. The second session will begin on July 14, 


and will end on August 8. 


This summer camp starts just after the noon hour and ends 
at 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
-Look for full video coverage of the camp on the daily 49er 


website: daily49er.com. 


The 49er camp provides opportunities for kids to play basketball (top left), learn archery (top 
right), dance (bottom), among other physical activities. 
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ou never know until you 

try, and when it comes to 

reducing sexual assault 

numbers on college cam- 
puses, we are willing to try anything ... 
even if we are confused. 

Senate Bill 967 is one of the latest 
attempts in California to reduce sexual 
assault numbers on state-run college 
campuses. The bill is being called the 
Affirmative Consent bill, and, as the 
name indicates, it would require affir- 
mative consent in all student participa- 
tion in sexual activity. 

We applaud every effort to combat 
sexual assault of any kind, in any place, 
but we worry that this bill may prove to 
be an ineffective and confusing policy. 

State Senator Kevin de Leén (D- 
Los Angeles), a co-author on the bill, 
said, “one out of five young women on 
a college campus will be sexually as- 
saulted,” according to CBS Los An- 
geles. Leon argued that it is critical to 
“create a culture that’s respectful of 
women,” and that transparent proto- 
cols are implemented. 

Our concern is that this bill, though 
well intentioned, has almost made a 
mockery of what it means to say “‘yes” 
or “no” to sex. The Long Beach Press 
Telegram recently published an article 
in which “students question ‘affirmative 
consent’ bill.” 

In it, two Cal State Long Beach 
students agreed that the bill seems 
impractical. They even joked that the 
policy seems to imply that there will be 
guidelines for sexual activity, and that 
students will “need to check [for con- 
sent] every five minutes,” which would 
“definitely kill the vibe.” 

Though we tend to err on the side of 
caution when questioning such a well- 
intended policy, our fellow 49ers raised 
a valid point. 

Do we need to sign a contract before 


Our VIEW: 
Is SB 967 a practical means for helping to reduce 


sexual assault in the California college system? 


getting into bed with a significant.oth- 
er? Does this policy mean that we have 
to take a break every so often to renew 
our partner’s consent? Can’t the gov- 
ernment just stay out of our bedrooms? 

The bill was amended on March 27,and 
again on May 27, which helped to clarify 
the intended meaning of the bill; however, 
we feel that the only piece of the policy that 
students understand is the part that legally 


Coming Soom... 


requires sexually active students to explic- 
itly consent to sex before and throughout 
sexual encounters. 

The bigger picture is that this bill 
aims to clean up the legal side of sexual 
assault. The policy requires an “affir- 
mative consent standard in the determi- 
nation of whether consent was given by 
a complainant.” 

The bill seeks to clarify the steps 


THE 


WEEKLY£Q 


for individuals: to consént to sexual 
activity, which means that, when a 
victim complains of sexual assault, he 
or she can very clearly demonstrate 
why they feel they have been violated. 

Although this may not result in de- 
creased instances of sexual assault, 
we appreciate the clarity that it may 
provide. The bill also goes into detail 
about the kinds of protections and 


State-run services that will be re- 
quired under the policy on behalf of 
sexual assault victims. 

We feel that there is no clear means 
for us to determine whether this policy 
will help reduce sexual assault across 
California college campuses, we are 
willing to try it, regardless of the awk- 
ward conversations it may require of 
us between the sheets. 
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Following President Barack Obama’s 
recent decision to swap Sergeant Bowe 
Bergdahl for five Taliban commanders 
held at Guantanamo Bay, critics have 
assailed his administration for violat- 
ing the timeless U.S. policy of never 
negotiating with terrorists. However, 
this case highlights the need to discard 
the ludicrous axiom, which is so often 
repeated by hypocritical public officials 
and readily accepted by the American 
public. 

The axiom? “We don’t negotiate with 
terrorists.” 

The idea that “we don’t negotiate 
with terrorists” is factually wrong; his- 
tory is rife with countless examples 
of the U.S. and their allies negotiating 
with terrorists, and rightfully so. Echo- 
ing this point, security expert Bruce 
Hoffman, director of Georgetown Uni- 
versity’s Center for Security Studies, 
said that despite America’s infatuation 
with the axiom, it is “repeated as man- 
tra more than fact.” 
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Obama was right, 
we should negotiate with the Taliban 


Following the Iranian hostage crisis, 
in which Iranian revolutionaries cap- 
tured 66 American citizens, accord- 
ing to the History Channel, the Carter 
and Reagan administrations negotiated 
with the Iranian regime to ensure their 
release. Surely, negotiating for the re- 
lease of U.S. captives, who were held 
captive for 444 days, is a worthwhile 
enterprise that the U.S. should peri- 
odically engage in, as it did during the 
Iranian hostage crisis and in the recent 
case of Bergdahl. 

The Reagan administration again ne- 
gotiated with Iran, even after the 1983 
Beirut barracks bombing against U.S. 
marines, which killed 241 Americans, 
according to CNN. Anyone who wasn’t 
asleep in high school U.S. history class 
remembers the Iran-Contra affair. 

In the 1980s, the Reagan administra- 
tion negotiated with Iran, which was 
a persistent state-sponsor of terrorism 
both then and now, in order to secure 
the release of American hostages being 


By HUNTER PAUL 
Opinions Editor 


held in Lebanon by Iran’s terrorist bud- 
dies, Hezbollah. 

President Reagan, the same president 
who introduced the “we don’t negotiate 
with terrorists” mantra into the public 
forum, according to The Daily Beast, 
provided Iran with over 2,000 TOW an- 
ti-tank missiles and Hawk anti-aircraft 
missiles. 

To make matters worse, senior offi- 
cials in his administration secretly used 
the proceeds from the weapons sales 
to arm the right-wing guerilla forces 
known as the Contras in Nicaragua, 
who were guilty of egregious human 
rights violations. 

During the course of their guerilla 
activities, the Contras tortured and 
executed civilians, raped women and 
indiscriminately attacked civilians, 
according to the Human Rights Watch 
website. 

Despite periodic; violent clashes 
with Hamas, a group that is classified 
by Israel, the U.S. and the European 


Union as a terrorist organization, Is- 
rael has negotiated directly with their 
leaders in the past. For example, Is- 
rael agreed to release 1,027 prisoners 
in order to secure the release of the 
captured soldier Gilad Shalit in 2011, 
according to ForeignPolicy.com. By 
Israeli standards, the Bergdahl deal 
was a no-brainer. 

According to ForeignPolicy.com, 
various hostage-taking entities in Iraq 
raked in approximately $46.5 million 
during the course of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom as a result of negotiations 
with the Bush administration. In Af- 
ghanistan, terrorist groups have netted 
$20.6 million from hostage negotia- 
tions. 

Between the years of 2011 and 2012 
alone, pirates off the Somali coast col- 
lected more than $190 million from the 
U.S. and other countries. Clearly, the 
statement made by Rep. Mike Rogers 
(R-MI), chairman of the House Intel- 
ligence Committee, wherein he sug- 


gested that this deal ends the chapter 
in American history where we don’t 
negotiate with terrorists, is entirely 
false. 

On the surface level, it appears sen- 
sible that we should not provide conces- 
sions to terrorist organizations or en- 
gage in dialogue with their leaders. The 
argument in support of this hawkish po- 
sition generally holds that democracies 
should not give in to violence; doing so 
will merely legitimize terrorists and in- 
centivize the use of barbaric methods to 
undermine global stability. 

However, this position neglects the 
fact that negotiating with terrorists 
can allow us to achieve highly valued 
goals, such as the release of hostages or 
military personnel. The primary argu- 
ment being levied against the Obama 
administration for the Bergdahl swap, 
namely that “we don’t negotiate with 
terrorists,” is plainly false. America has 
always engaged in dialogue with terror- 
ists, and rightfully so. 


AB 1014 and greater gun restrictions are needed today 


Over the past several years, I’ve 
noticed a remarkable spike in mass 
killings. From Elliot Rodger’s twisted 
massacre at Isla Vista, to the Aurora, 
Colorado massacre of movie theatergo- 
ers, to the Newtown Elementary massa- 
cre, it has gotten to the point that many 
simply tune out news of massacres that 
occur with a nauseating frequency in 
America today. They all blend together 
throughout the days, and instead of 
asking “why?” in the face of massive 
violence, we resign ourselves to indif- 
ference. 

President Obama has asked the na- 
tion to embark on a mission of soul- 
searching recently. This exhausted call 
for sanity pales in comparison to the 
bold legislative agenda pushed after 
the Newtown Elementary massacre. It 
seems that we are stuck in a national 
deadlock on the issue of guns. 

Some point to the senseless violence 
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and call for action, others point to the 
right to bear arms and the American 
tradition of firearm ownership. I find 
both positions to be valuable, but nei- 
ther presents a useful solution to the is- 
sues surrounding violence in American 
society. 

Simply put, we need to protect the 
constitutional right to own firearms. Not 
for any particular reason, not to validate 
anti-government extremists like those 
who surrounded the Bundy Ranch to 
face off with government forces in a 
land dispute recently, but because it is so 
central to our political identity, a severe 
restriction of gun rights could inspire a 
massive political revolt. 

Yet, we cannot ignore the necessity 
of providing for greater security in 
our nation; this is absolutely vital, and 
right-wing proposals to put more guns 
in schools and arm an even greater 
amount of the populace are frankly, 


By MiIcHAEL Woop 


Opinions Assistant 


ridiculous. 

The debate does not end there though. 
There are still reasonable measures that 
can be pursued that will respect our 2nd 
Amendment rights and help us fight 
mass shootings more effectively. One of 
these measures is the implementation of 
a system for firearms restraining orders. 

It may seem like a catch-all, a sim- 
plistic solution for a problem that is 
multi-faceted. But some proposals 
floating around in the aftermath of these 
years of violence are even-handed, well 
thought-out and can serve to make a 
great dent in the problem of mass shoot- 
ings. For instance, in California today, 
there is a proposal for a sort of restrain- 
ing order against the purchase of fire- 
arms in the form of AB 1014 that, in 
retrospect, could have prevented many 
of the massacres we’ve seen today. 

If friends, family and people close 
to a person experiencing mental health 


issues can go to a court and ask for a 
suspension of gun ownership rights, we 
can save many people from a violent 
death. Many of the stories coming from 
family members of shooters recognize 
that their sons or daughters were ex- 
periencing isolation, anger issues, ad- 
diction and many other problems that 
would make them prone to violence. 
Preventing these sorts of people from 
walking into a sporting goods shop and 
coming out a week or two later with sev- 
eral high power firearms could possibly 
make all the difference in the world. 
Many 2nd Amendment activists 
would argue that even a moderate re- 
striction on gun ownership is still un- 
constitutional. But this plan does not re- 
voke any rights for an extended period 
of time; it’s merely an intervention when 
someone can prove that a gun owner is 
credibly threatening their own or other 
people’s lives. This plan doesn’t revoke 
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your privileges permanently, it doesn’t 
involve government inspectors seeking 
out gun owners for mental health exams 
and most of all, it doesn’t make firearms 
acquisition impossible, it merely makes 
it more difficult during a time of men- 
tal health issues when loved ones are 
concerned. The two-week disarming 
period offered by AB 1014 is absolutely 
reasonable and offers a method of inter- 
vention during a crisis period that could 
prevent an imminent shooting. 

Although we can’t go back and fix 
the problems that mass shootings have 
caused in this country, nor repair the 
heartbreak, we can definitely imple- 
ment more tools to use for fixing this is- 
sue. AB 1014 with the firearm restrain- 
ing order procedure should be repeated 
across the country and at the federal 
level if America wishes to get serious 
about stopping the mass shootings that 
plague our nation. 
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Don’t let the Wax Museum melt 


New venue opens in 
Long Beach; volun- 
teers work together to 
foster a local music 
scene. 


By JEsuS GONZALEZ 


Diversions Editor 


If you want to see a “local,” do-it- 
yourself show, you usually have to hop 
in your car and travel to venues like 
Bridgetown DIY in La Puente, VLHS 
in Pomona or The Smell in downtown 
Los Angeles. 

A new venue has emerged in Long 
Beach called the Wax Museum, and it 
seems to be the answer for the lacking 
DIY scene in Long Beach. 

Nate Hubbell and Dylan Baker, own- 
ers of the venue, said the Wax Museum 
was created on a whim, but with good 
intentions. 

“I worked here when it was a vape 
shop. They had passed a law in Long 
Beach that [stated] we can’t vape in- 
doors,” Hubbell said. “My boss, who 
was the owner at the time, didn’t want 


to deal with that ... When I told him I 
wanted to have shorts here, he asked me 
if [I thought I] could turn this place into 
a venue.” 

Hubbell’s phone rang one day, and 
his boss told him he had three weeks to 
make the venue happen. 

Hubbell contacted his friend Baker 
who was running Ear Wax Records, 
where Baker was making tapes and 
throwing shows for bands. 

“My only mission is to stay open. I 
don’t think we should try to open and 
run a big venue or have giant shows or 
anything like that,’ Baker said. “But 
I think that the light staying on is our 
only goal ... to have people that want to 
play iehowal and have a place to play.” 

Baker has put everything on hold for 
Ear Wax Records to focus on the Wax 
Museum. 

Hubbell, Baker and Starr Kutchins, 
who was helping run Ear Wax Records, 
combined their experience and man- 
aged to create an environment where 
music reigns. 

Kristie Bailey attended her first show 
a couple of weeks ago, she saw bands 
like Roman Candles, Hillary Chillton, 
Pedestrian, Struckout and Tough Stuff 
perform, and immediately wanted to 
become involved with the venue. 

“Tt’s cool because it’s run by kids,” 
Bailey said. “Everyone here is super 


nice, and it’s kind of inspiring to see 
people my age doing cool s--t, playing 
in cool bands, making cool [art] and be- 
ing part of a larger community is kind 
of rad.” 

At a weekly volunteer meeting, the 
collective discussed how the venue 
could be improved, planned for future 
shows and joked about music tastes, 
which varied throughout the group 
present. 

Zachary Mejia, who has also attend- 
ed shows and is a member of local band 
Animalia, said the owners are doing a 
good job at managing the venue and get- 
ting people to follow rules, most impor- 
tantly having people be respectful. 

“There was a good vibe in here. I 
didn’t feel like I wasn’t welcomed,” 
Mejia said. “All the people and bands 
were really cool. Afterward bands stuck 
around, and I was able to meet some of 
the band members.” 

It’s strange to think that a few weeks 
ago place like the Wax Museum didn’t 
exist — it should be praised for its am- 
bition. 

The project is run on a volunteer ba- 
sis and promises to deliver $2 shows on 
weekdays and $5 shows on the week- 
ends. There will be shows at the venue 
every day of the week except Mondays, 
which are reserved for weekly volunteer 
meetings. 


Just in case that wasn’t perfectly 
clear, Long Beach now has a place 
where there is music almost every day 
of the week for just a couple bucks. 

“T think it’s important for [Long 
Beach’s] local music culture because 
we don’t want to sell you beer, we’re not 
here to sell art,” Baker said. “We’re not 
here to do anything but host musicians. 
We don’t have any ulterior motives, we 
just want to promote the scene.” 


FACEBOOK 
Tough Stuff performs an intimate and crowded set at the Wax 
Museum on June 10. 


The venue is currently in need of 
old television sets, American flags and 
couches. 

When asked about why they needed 
these things, they said it would become 
apparent to visitors of the venue once 
the “secret project” was completed. 

If you would like to donate, volun- 
teer, attend shows or learn more about 
this promising new venue visit: www. 
facebook.com/WaxMuseumLB. 


Summer and Music 
festival returns to the 
streets of Long Beach 


Events like Dancin’ 
in the Streets and 
Twisted at the Pike 
are held throughout 
summer. 


By MICHELLE SIEBERT 
Staff Wrtier 


The Summer And Music festival 
features eclectic music events, extraor- 
dinary acts and dances at various eco- 
conscious outdoor venues throughout 
Long Beach’s downtown. 

Dancin’ in the Streets is the first 
to kick off the summer festival on 
June 27, showcasing sounds of Cali- 
fornia’s culture, food and music 
from an array of genres. The event 
takes places at the Promenade from 
7 pm. - ll pm. DJ Lithuanian 
Prince will be entertaining through- 
out the night while attendees can 
partake in the Beachwood BBQ and 
Brewing Beer Garden. 

This year’s festival will also intro- 
duce the new event Twisted at the Pike. 
This experience will offer attendees 
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the chance to travel into a twisted car- 
nival setting accompanied by live mu- 
sic, magic and art. The event will take 
place on July 20 from 6 p. m. — 11 p.m. 
at the Pike’s Rainbow Harbor’s Ferris 
Wheel setting. 

Bicycle enthusiasts will be glad to 
hear that the Bicycle Drive-in is re- 
turning for the second time. The event 
will take place at the North Pine neigh- 
borhood on August 2 from 6 p.m. to 10 
p.m. It will also feature music and cin- 
ema, while showcasing Long Beach’s 
biking culture. 

A campground setting inspired by 
a feature film that will be announced 
that day, will also include musical per- 
formances and themed food. Attend- 
ees will be encouraged to ride their 
bikes and park at the free Bikeable 
Communities Bike Valet. 

Buskerfest will close off the Sum- 
mer and Music festival, and will take 
place on September 6 from 5 p.m. — 10 
p.m. It will take place in the East Vil- 
lage, between Linden Avenue and Elm 
Avenue. 

Local and regional bands will per- 
form on four stages that are set up on 
flatbed trucks with minimal plugged- 
in equipment, in hopes of winning 
wooden nickels from attendees. This 
event has become a launch pad for the 
careers of local musicians. 


For more information visit 
www.ThinkGood.org 


E3’s main players struggle with fresh ideas 


The hype of E3 was 
not what many gam- 
ers expected. 


By SEAN MOSLEY 


Diversions Assistant 


The big players in the Electronic En- 
tertainment Expo, otherwise known as 
E3 2014, played it safe, offering tried- 
and-true gameplay experiences, with 
little room for innovation. 

As usual, Sony and Microsoft made 
headlines with their big-budget events, 
but very little was shown beyond teas- 
ers and CGI trailers. Nintendo took the 
road less-traveled by foregoing the big- 
budget press conference in favor of an 
online-only stream of their Nintendo 
Direct press event, followed by a live 
stream of their Nintendo Treehouse 
showcase via Twitch TV. 

As the companies fought it out for 
console supremacy, gamers everywhere 
benefited from their desire to catch at- 
tention and deliver the most profound 
experiences in gaming. 

Microsoft, after receiving criticism 
from E3 2013, came in with a new vi- 
sion for the Xbox One. After removing 
Kinect and increasing their focus on 
games, Xbox Division head Phil Spen- 
cer appeared confident and drove the 
momentum onward until the end of the 
conference. 

In a one-two combo, Microsoft re- 
vealed possible system sellers in the 
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form two promising games. The first 
game, developed by Insomniac Games, 
is Sunset Overdrive. This colorful and 
unique take on a monster apocalypse, 
where people were mutated after drink- 
ing a new brand of soda, was the high- 
light of Microsoft’s conference. The 
game boasts high-speed, free-motion 
gameplay, which requires players to 
utilize the surrounding environment in 
order to stay alive and attack enemies. 
Next, Microsoft revealed the definitive 
edition of its biggest franchise. 

The people at 343 Industries revealed 
the biggest collection of Halo games to 
date. In Halo: The Master Chief Collec- 
tion, players will be able to play Halo: 
Combat Evolved-Halo 4, updated with 
the new tech behind the Xbox One. This 
includes custom playlists spanning each 
game, and online gameplay that will 
include every map in the series to date. 
Microsoft had a greater focus on what 
consumers want, while its main compe- 
tition, Sony, struggled with keeping up 
momentum. 

Sony and Microsoft are increasingly 
becoming so similar in what they of- 
fer that Sony’s conference proved to be 
somewhat lackluster. 

“T love the PlayStation 4, but this year 
did nothing to excite me about it,” Chris 
Mendoza, a Cal State Long Beach se- 
nior design student said. 

Sony’s focus on indie titles has 
helped bring in games during dry spells, 
but consumers are itching for more. 
Many of the games announced for the 
PS4 were slated for release in mid-2015, 
which means there is very little reason 
to make the jump and purchase the con- 
sole as it is. The same can’t be said of 
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Nintendo’s showing at E3. 

Nintendo opened its conference with 
the long-awaited new entry in the Super 
Smash Bros. series. Masashiro Saku- 
rai, the game’s creator, revealed a few 
more characters in the game’s expand- 
ing list of mascots. First, customizable 
Mii characters will be made available 
in the final game. The goddess from the 
Kid Icarus games, Lady Palutena, will 
also show up for battle, and the long-ru- 
mored entry of Pac-Man was finally an- 
nounced and shown with a retro fighting 
style well-suited for Smash Bros, frantic 
gameplay. 

Nintendo also revealed a look at the 
next entry in The Legend of Zelda se- 
ries. The video shown displayed a world 
full of detail, and provided a stunning 
look into what gamers can experience 
when the game releases. The series pro- 
ducer, Eiji Aonuma, discussed his goal 
to create a constant, open-world game 
that facilitates adventure and discovery. 

“Due to previous limitations in hard- 
ware, we could not create a constant 
open-world game, but now, we have 
the means to create a Zelda game more 
similar to its origins,’ Aonuma said at 
the Nintendo Direct Press Conference. 

Nintendo ended things on a fun note 
with its Super Smash Bros. invitational, 
hosting a tournament between the top 
16 Smash Bros. players. With guest ap- 
pearances from the creator himself, Ma- 
sahiro Sakurai, as well as president and 
chief operating officer of Nintendo of 
America, Reggie Fils-Aime, Nintendo 
showed the industry that they may be 
down, but they’re not out. Nintendo still 
has plenty of fun franchises only avail- 
able on the Wii U. 
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Track and field underdogs prevail 


After numerous 
achievements, coach- 
es leave the season 
with high hopes for 
the upcoming years. 


By Anita WANG 
Sports Editor 


After a triumphant season, it is no 
surprise that this team is full of people 
with passion, strength and tenacity, who 
are ready for the next level. So for the 
naysayers, nonbelievers and people who 
think money will produce top-perform- 
ing athletes, watch out as head coach 
Andy Sythe and company take their un- 
derdogs to the top. 

This weekend, three All-American 
track and field 49er men returned home 
from the University of Oregon where 
the NCAA Outdoor Championships 
were held, bringing pride to The Beach. 

Junior Chris Low became Long 
Beach State’s first-ever All-American in 
the 800-meter after he clocked in at one 
minute and 48.28 seconds for a seventh 
place finish. Low ended the season with 
the Big West title and set the school re- 
cord twice. Until recently, Low’s talents 
have surprised people, as he was never 
looked at as a top recruit. 

“No one recruited this guy [Low] out 
of junior college,’ distance coach Patrick 
Wales-Dinan said. “He’s been running 
with a chip on his shoulder for a long 
time and has been overlooked despite his 
success, and I don’t know why.” 

Sophomore Willie Alexander fin- 
ished as a runner-up in the long jump 
with a 25-04.25 mark, a little less than 
one foot behind Florida’s Marquis 
Dendy (26-03), making it LBSU’s best 
individual finish at the NCAA Outdoor 
Championships in 16 years. 

Alexander is also the first 49er to 
earn first-team All-American accolades 
since Chris Richardson and Brent Gray 
in 2008, but all these accomplishments 
still left Alexander slightly unsatisfied. 
He said he knew he could have achieved 
more last week. 

“IT was very frustrated after I was 
done competing,” Alexander said. “Be- 
ing an athlete comes with being very 
competitive, and nobody likes taking 
second.” 


Courtesy OF WILLIE ALEXANDER 


Willie Alexander jumps in his final round at the NCAA Outdoor Track and Field Championships in Oregon on Thursday. 


Although sophomore Chris Enriquez 
finished 20th overall at 30:48.7, it was 
only his third time racing in the 10K, 
with his first race registering the sec- 
ond best mark in program history at 
29:12.46. 

The 49ers finished in the top of the 
Big West as they tied for 24th. This was 
their best showing at the championships 
since 2006, when they tied for 16th, and 
closed out the season with a big finish as 
they placed ahead of a handful of Pac- 
12 (Stanford, UCLA, Washington), Big 
12 (Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas Tech) and 
Big 10 (Michigan, Penn State) programs. 

While these highly acclaimed pro- 


grams have been known to pride them- 
selves on their history of great athletic 
achievements, grand facilities and a 
strong flow of finances, head coach 
Andy Sythe said he takes pride in some- 
thing more. 

“We hear other coaches talk about 
not wanting to see anything track-relat- 
ed for the next few months,” Sythe said. 
“Our staff and myself would walk away 
thinking we couldn’t get enough, and 
it’s great to see our program with that 
mindset.” 

Despite the delight with the staffs 
mindset and athletes’ immense dedi- 
cation, there is one thing the team 


wouldn’t boast about: its track. 

It has been almost a decade since the 
49ers track and field team has competed 
on its own turf because a lack of resourc- 
es. What’s supposed to be a safe road to 
success is actually one with restricted 
areas because of the track’s cracks that 
could put athletes at risk for injury. 

“Tt’s definitely not a good surface,” 
Alexander said. “We couldn’t run on 
lanes 1 or 8 and people other than the 
track team aren’t even allowed on the 
track because of liability issues. But you 
just have to deal with what you got.” 

Although the disadvantages of not 
having any meets at home, and an unap- 


pealing and hazardous track, can be an- 
noying, the 49ers understand that great 
athletes don’t make excuses or allow 
obstacles to throw off their focus. 

Even without the same amount of 
finances or impressive track that most 
Division I Southern California schools 
have, Sythe said he tries to build high 
hopes for the years to come. 

“It has been an honor to be in the 
company of the top-25 in the nation,” 
Sythe said. “I believe there are guys and 
gals who didn’t make it this year that 
will next year. I believe we are capable 
of making the top 10 next year, and I see 
the team hitting its peak in two years.” 


LBSU alumnus and Maryland 
transfer look to heat up the summer 


After a 15-17 overall season record, LBSU looks for- 
ward to a better season after picking up Maryland guard 
Nick Faust, according to a report from ESPN.com. Even 
though LBSU expects nine seniors on the 2014-15 roster, 
Faust will be expected to bring the talents he wasn’t able 
to showcase with the Terrapins. He averaged 9.4 points, 
3.7 rebounds and 2 assists in roughly 27 minutes per game. 
Faust initially committed to Oregon State, but confirmed 
his final decision after posting a picture of the Walter Pyr- 
amid on his Instagram. 


By Anita WANG 
Sports Editor 


The 2013 Long Beach State alumnus James Ennis 
was the No. 50 overall pick in the 2013 NBA draft, in 
which the Heat obtained from the Atlanta Hawks. News 
has been circulating around the 2014 NBA finals runner- 
up looking for young talent to add energy to the roster, 
and is considering the Australia National Basketball 
League standout as a likely prospect, according to the 
Miami Herald. Ennis led the Perth Wildcats to become 
the 2014 NBL champions, averaging 22.3 points and 7.3 
rebounds per game. 


STEVEN CaRCANO | DalLy 49€R 
James Ennis dunking at a game in his 2012-13 season. 
He averaged 16.5 points and 6.7 rebounds per game. 


Courtesy oF Nick Faust 
Nick Faust posted this picture on his Instagram Tuesday to confirm 
his decision. It read: “Bringin dat HEAT to TheBeach.” 


